permanent roof support (Tr. 25).  If they do, they would
expose themselves to the dangers and hazards of a roof fall
since they would be under unsupported roof (Tr. 25).

Mr. Clevenger stated that in the course of a regular
mine inspection, an inspector will check to determine whether
or not roof bolts are installed in the pillar splits {Tr. 26)
However, if the entire row of pillars have been .removed, the
top begins to fall and an inspector would not venture beyond
the permanent supports to ascertain whether the bolts were
installed.  The roof would fall to the breaker posts, and an
inspector could not readily observe from a safe distance
whether or not the pillars had been bolted (Tr. 27).

On cross-examination, Mr. Clevenger testified that he
last visited the mine on August 13, 1984, when the roof plan
was changed from one mine company to the present one, and
that he issued no citations.  At the time of his prior visit
in April, 1983, the mine was operated under the name of
Virginia-West Virginia Mining Company (Tr. 28).

Mr. Clevenger stated that if pillar recovery work were
taking place on August 23, 1984, the roof would be subject to
fall at any time, and its likely that it would fall at any
time, including the next day.  However, he had no knowledge
that the roof fell between August 23 and 24, and he did not
know whether or not MSHA Inspector Ron Matney found any roof
violations if he were at the mine on August 24 (Tr. 30-31).

Mr. Clevenger stated that in the event coal is removed
from a pillar split without the installation of temporary
roof support, a violation would occur.  Temporary supports
would include timbers or jacks, and if the coal is removed,
either temporary or permanent roof support should be
installed.  If the coal which has been removed is more than
4 feet from the face back to the permanent roof support, the
support should be installed to within 4 feet of the working
face of the pillar split.  If the pillar split is mined all
the way through, at least 32 bolts should be installed in the
pillar split to support the two cuts of coal (Tr. 34).

Mr. Clevenger stated that if additional cuts are to be
taken in a pillar split after the temporary supports are
installed, permanent supports must then be installed.  If the
cut is more than 5 feet inby the permanent support, it would
be a violation not to install additional permanent support
(Tr. 35).  Mr. Clevenger confirmed that in pillar recovery
work, planned roof falls are expected, and it is not unusual
for a row of pillars to be removed one day, and for the roof
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ordinary negligence.
